
Chorus 1:  You know how in some places, it is cold for part of the year and 

warm for the other part?

Chorus 2:  Well, there’s a reason for that. Hear now the story of Demeter and 

Persephone.

Chorus 1:  One day, Demeter, the goddess of the harvest, was in the fields with 

her daughter, Persephone.

Chorus 2:  Persephone was a beautiful young girl, and Demeter worshipped the 

ground she walked on.

DEMETER: Come along, my darling girl. We must go home now.
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Persephone:  Oh, Mother, not now. Just a few more minutes. There are so many 

beautiful flowers to pick.

Demeter:  My sweet, wonderful child, all right. I am going to sit under this tree 

for a while. Go and find some flowers that are as beautiful as you 

are, if that’s possible.

Persephone: Oh, Mom. Give it a rest.

DEMETER: Such a sweet girl.

Chorus 1:  Meanwhile, down in the Underworld, Hades, the god of that dark 

place, was unhappy.

Chorus 2: He was being visited by his brother Zeus, the king of the gods.

Hades:  It’s so dark down here. Dark, dreary, dull. The only thing that might 

brighten it up a bit is a beautiful queen.

ZEUS: Yes, my brother. But, no offense, what woman would marry you?

Hades:  Hey, listen. I have my own place, my own chariot, and I’m a king. 

What more could any woman want?

ZEUS: Hmm. You have a point. Well, do you have anyone in mind?

HADES: As a matter of fact, I do. Lovely Persephone.

Zeus:  Demeter’s beloved daughter? There’s no way. I cannot allow it. 

Besides, Demeter would never let her go.

Hades: I know. That is why I have a plan.

Chorus 1: So Hades told Zeus his plan to steal Persephone. 

Chorus 2:  Zeus, being a loyal brother, did nothing to stand in the way of 

Hades’ plot.

Chorus 1:  Back on Earth, Persephone found a flower that Hades had placed in 

the field.

Persephone:  Ooooh! Look at that narcissus! I’ve never seen one that was this 

dark red color. I must have it. 
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Chorus 2:  As Persephone bent to pick the flower, Hades arrived in his chariot 

and swept Persephone away.

Persephone:  Whoa!

HADES: You’re mine! All mine!!

Persephone: Help me! Mother!

Chorus 1:  But Demeter had fallen asleep under the tree and could not hear 

the cries of her daughter. Soon, she woke up.

Demeter:  Persephone? Where are you, my precious child? Oh, these young 

girls, they are such rebels. Persephone? Darling girl?

  

Chorus 2:  Demeter ran into Hecate, the moon god, who was snoozing in  

the field.

DEMETER: Hecate, have you seen Persephone?

Hecate: I have not. It is day, and I was asleep.

DEMETER: Oh, what good are you? I must find my daughter!

Hecate:  Why don’t you ask Helios, the sun god. He sees everything  

in the day.

DEMETER: Good idea. I take back what I said earlier.

Hecate: No problem.

Chorus 1: Demeter went to see Helios.

Helios:  Yes, I have seen Persephone. But you will not like what I have  

to say.

DEMETER: Say it, Sunny. I must have my daughter back!

Helios: Hades has taken her to the Underworld to be his queen.

DEMETER: What? How could this happen? Who would allow it?

Helios: You might want to check in with Zeus. That’s all I’ll say.
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Chorus 2:  Meanwhile, back in the Underworld, Hades was happy, but 

Persephone was miserable.

HADES: Ah, you sure have brightened up the place with your beauty.

Persephone:  Get me out of here!

Hades:  Sure, it’s dark. There are the souls of the dead roaming around.  

But you’ll get used to it.

Persephone:  Never! I must get back to my mother.

Hades:  How about a little snack? You must be hungry.

Persephone:  Save it, buddy. I won’t eat your food.

Chorus 1:  Demeter went to see Zeus. He admitted that he did not stand in the 

way of Hades’ plan to abduct Persephone.

Demeter:  You what?

Zeus:  Well, he’s not so bad, is he? He’s a powerful man, successful.

Demeter:  How could you allow it?

Zeus:  Look, he’s my brother. He was lonely. He was sad.

Demeter:  Well, you are going to be sad when you hear what I’m about to say. 

As long as my daughter is down there, nothing will grow here  

on Earth.

Zeus:  Well, that won’t affect me. I’m a god and don’t eat mortal food.

Demeter:  Yes, but who worships you? The mortals! If they starve, there will be 

no one to praise and honor you.

Zeus:  What? No one to glorify the name of Zeus?! I can’t have that! I must 

be glorified!

Demeter:  I knew you’d see my point.

Zeus:  Okay. I’ll return your daughter to you. I just hope she hasn’t eaten 

anything down there.
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Demeter:  My girl knows better than that!

Zeus:  We’ll see.

Chorus 2:  But Persephone did not know that whoever eats food from the 

Underworld may never leave.

Chorus 1:  Hades was trying his best to get Persephone to eat.

Hades:  (Holding out a pomegranate) Just a tiny morsel, my dear. To keep up 

your strength.

Persephone:  Well, maybe just a few of these juicy pomegranate seeds. What 

harm could they do?

Chorus 2:  Persephone, no!

Chorus 1:  Don’t eat them!

Persephone:  Hey, who asked you? You’re as bad as my mother.

Chorus 2:  Suit yourself.

Persephone:  I will.

Chorus 1 & 2:  Hmph!

Persephone:  Hmph!

Chorus 1 & 2:  Go ahead and be foolish.

Persephone:  I know you are, but what am I?

HADES: Oh, will you all stop it?! Here, my dear.

Persephone:  (Eating some seeds) Juicy!

Hades:  Ah-hah! Now you can never leave me. You have eaten food from the 

Underworld!

Persephone:  That was a dirty trick! 

Chorus 1:  Just then, Demeter and Zeus arrive.

Greek Myths Plays © Carol Pugliano-Martin, Published by Scholastic Teaching Resources



Demeter:  My baby!

Persephone:  Mother!

Zeus:  Hand her over, Hades.

Hades:  Wait a minute. You said it was okay.

Zeus:  Well, I changed my mind. The king of the gods can do that,  

you know.

Hades:  Well, you are too late. Persephone has eaten.

Demeter:  Persephone, how could you?

Persephone:  Oh, Mother, lay off. I was so hungry and I just had six tiny, little 

pomegranate seeds.

Demeter:  Of course, my precious. Why am I criticizing the most wonderful 

thing in my life? Oh, Zeus, is there nothing you can do?

Zeus:  Six tiny seeds hardly seems to warrant staying down here for 

eternity. How about this? Since Persephone ate only six seeds, she 

will stay down here for six months of the year. The other six can be 

spent above with Demeter.

Hades:  Well, I guess six months is better than none at all.

Demeter:  True. But for the six months that my daughter is away, nothing 

shall grow on Earth. 

Zeus:  Demeter!

Demeter:  Let me finish. I will show the mortals how to harvest food and save 

it for the months Persephone is here. I think I deserve a break as 

well. I will rest during that time. Then I will rejoice with a bountiful 

growing season for the return of my beloved Persephone.

Persephone:  Do I have any say in this?

Hades, Zeus, 

and Demeter:  NO!

Persephone:  Just asking.
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Chorus 2:  And so it was then, and so it is now.

Demeter:  And remember, Mommy loves you!

Persephone:  Can it, Mother!

Demeter:  Yes, my sweet.

THE END

Glossary
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